Staney Creek
Minnow Trap Survey of 8/1-7/73

Marriott and Bland

The area was engtered by float-plane drop-off just north of the river
mouth. No boat was used. One night was spent at the USFS cabin while
traps were set at site A. One day was spent hiking upstream to a temporary

~campsite located between sites B and C. A day trip was made up the SW
tributary and traps set at sites E and F. Another trip was made to the
forks area of the SE tributary and traps were set at site D. On the return
road to the mouth, traps were set at site G. The following day, traps were
set at site H. Over half of this watershed nas been clear-cut. Although
no major poor practices were observed, access through the area is difficult,
particularly in s1@sh areas and areas where the roadbed gravel has been
removed.

On August 1, a small run of early coho salmon were entering the sys-
tem, and loggers from nearby areas were fishing for these by bringing boats
upstream to the large pool in area A on the high evening tides. Many
schooled pinks were also in this area, and a small run of early chums was
entering the SE tributary. The trap catches indicate a moderately large
run of coho distributed throughout the system, resident cutthroat and
Dolly Varden populations utilizing the lake of the N tributary and steel-
head trout rearing in most of the rocky upstream areas. The single most
impressive observation was the exceptionally hign density of rearing steel-
head, higher than observed in any other survey, including the Situk and
Naha systems. MNo staff members have observed steelhead being taken in
this system, but there is evidence of moderately heavy fishing actively
in the largest pool of site B and Jones reports an excellent fall and
spring run to tnis system. )

The only block observed was a 15 ft. fall just below the mile 30 road
crossing of the NE tributary. The canyon area of Staney Creek was hiked,
but no falls were observed in the section where Silver Salmon Falls is
marked on the map. A gauging station is located above the bend in Section
A, where stream dimensions are approximately 80ft. X 2ft. X 1.0fps. The
lower mainstream bottom is gravel and silt, which turns to boulders and
gravel below the lower bridge crossing. Most of the upper river is 1/3
gravel, 1/3 boulder, and 1/3 bedrock, except for sand and silt areas in
the upper SW tributary, unstable gravel in the upper SE tributary, and
stable gravel and silt in the N tributary. ,
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